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The watermen of Reedville, Virginia, have a long and rich history of
harvesting the Chesapeake Bay. This book tells their story through images
and text, providing a glimpse into their lives and work.

The History of Reedville's Watermen

Reedville is located on the Northern Neck of Virginia, a peninsula that juts
out into the Chesapeake Bay. The town was founded in 1850 by Captain
John Reed, a shipbuilder and oysterman. Reedville quickly became a
center for the oyster industry, and by the early 20th century, it was one of
the largest oyster ports in the United States.

The watermen of Reedville have always been a close-knit community. They
share a common bond of working the Bay, and they have a deep respect
for the traditions of their fathers and grandfathers.
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The Work of the Watermen

The work of the watermen is hard, dangerous, and often unpredictable.
They work long hours, often in harsh weather conditions. But they also take
great pride in their work, and they are proud to be a part of the Reedville
community.

The watermen of Reedville harvest a variety of seafood, including oysters,
crabs, fish, and shrimp. They use a variety of methods to catch their
seafood, including dredging, tonging, and crabbing pots.

The Challenges Facing the Watermen

The watermen of Reedville face a number of challenges, including
pollution, overfishing, and climate change. Pollution from factories, farms,
and sewage treatment plants can harm the Bay's water quality and make it
difficult for seafood to survive.

Overfishing is another major problem facing the watermen. The Bay's
seafood populations have been declining for decades, and some species
are now on the verge of extinction.

Climate change is also a threat to the watermen of Reedville. Rising sea
levels are causing the Bay to become more saline, which can harm
seafood populations. Warmer water temperatures are also causing some
species to move out of the Bay.

The Future of the Watermen

Despite the challenges they face, the watermen of Reedville are
determined to continue their way of life. They are working with scientists



and government officials to find ways to protect the Bay and its seafood
populations.

The watermen of Reedville are an important part of the Chesapeake Bay
community. They provide seafood for our tables, and they help to keep the
Bay healthy. We owe them a debt of gratitude for their hard work and
dedication.

Images of America

This book is part of the Images of America series, which publishes books
that showcase the history of towns, cities, and regions across the United
States. The books are filled with images and text that tell the story of the
people who have lived and worked in these places.

The book "Watermen of Reedville and the Chesapeake Bay" is a valuable
addition to the Images of America series. It provides a fascinating glimpse
into the lives and work of the watermen of Reedville, and it helps to raise
awareness of the challenges they face.

The watermen of Reedville are a resilient group of people who are
determined to continue their way of life. They are an important part of the
Chesapeake Bay community, and we owe them a debt of gratitude for their
hard work and dedication.

I highly recommend this book to anyone who is interested in the history of
the Chesapeake Bay or the lives of the watermen who work it.

Additional Resources

Reedville Watermen's Museum



Chesapeake Bay Foundation

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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Performing Asian American Women On Screen
And Scene
The representation of Asian American women on screen and stage has
undergone a significant evolution in recent decades, reflecting the
growing visibility and influence of the...
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Girl Can Draw: A Spirited and Inspiring Play by
Joe Penhall
Prologue In the realm of contemporary drama, Joe Penhall's "Girl Can
Draw" stands as a beacon of inspiration and thought-provoking
storytelling. This...
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