
The Yearning Feed Ernest Sandeen Prize in
Poetry: Unveiling a Literary Legacy
Welcome to the literary realm where words ignite emotions and paint vivid
narratives. The Earnest Sandeen Prize in Poetry stands as a beacon of
excellence, honoring the transformative power of verse. This prestigious
award recognizes poets whose works delve into the depths of human
experience, capturing the yearning for connection, meaning, and
transcendence. In this article, we embark on a journey to explore the
genesis, significance, and impact of this esteemed literary prize.

Genesis of the Prize

The Ernest Sandeen Prize in Poetry was established in 2006 by the
University of Notre Dame's Department of English. It bears the name of
Ernest Sandeen, a renowned poet, teacher, and scholar who dedicated his
life to the art of poetry. Sandeen's own writing explored themes of
spirituality, the natural world, and the human condition. By creating this
award, the university sought to honor Sandeen's legacy and foster the
cultivation of outstanding poetry.
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Criteria and Selection Process

The Sandeen Prize is awarded annually to a poet whose work exhibits
exceptional literary merit and embodies the spirit of Ernest Sandeen's
poetry. The selection process is rigorous, with a distinguished panel of
judges meticulously reviewing each submission. The judges evaluate the
poems based on their originality, craftsmanship, emotional depth, and
ability to engage and inspire the reader.

Past Winners and Their Impact

Since its inception, the Sandeen Prize has recognized an illustrious lineup
of established and emerging poets. Among the notable winners are:

Adrienne Rich (2007): A groundbreaking poet known for her feminist
and social justice advocacy, Rich's work continues to resonate with
readers seeking empowerment and change.

Billy Collins (2013): A former U.S. Poet Laureate, Collins is
celebrated for his wit, humor, and relatable poems that explore
everyday experiences with a fresh perspective.

Kevin Young (2019): A prolific poet and essayist, Young's work
explores themes of race, history, and the complexities of American
identity.

Danez Smith (2021): A powerful and unflinching poet, Smith's writing
addresses issues of gender, sexuality, and the body with raw honesty
and vulnerability.
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The impact of the Sandeen Prize extends beyond recognition; it provides
poets with a platform to share their voices, connect with wider audiences,
and inspire future generations of writers.

The Yearning Feed: A Poetic Tapestry

The name "The Yearning Feed" captures the essence of Ernest Sandeen's
poetry and the spirit of the prize it bears. The "yearning" evokes the human
desire for connection, meaning, and transcendence—themes that resonate
throughout Sandeen's work and the poems that have won the award. The
"feed" suggests the nourishment that poetry provides, both to the poet and
the reader, as it feeds the soul and the imagination.

Exploring the Themes of the Sandeen Prize

The Sandeen Prize has consistently recognized poetry that grapples with
profound themes that resonate with the human experience. These themes
include:

Spirituality and Religion: Many winning poems explore the human
relationship to the divine, the sacred, and the unknown.

Nature and the Environment: The natural world and its
interconnectedness with humanity are recurring subjects, inviting
readers to contemplate our place in the ecosystem.

Memory and Loss: Poems that delve into the complexities of memory
and the ways in which we remember and grieve loss have also been
recognized.

Social Justice and Identity: Issues of race, gender, sexuality, and
inequality have found expression in Sandeen Prize-winning poems,



amplifying marginalized voices and challenging societal norms.

The Sandeen Prize in the Literary Landscape

The Ernest Sandeen Prize in Poetry has established itself as a significant
force in the literary landscape. It is recognized by poets, critics, and readers
alike as a mark of excellence, elevating the status of contemporary poetry
and showcasing the power of verse to illuminate and transform.

Encouraging Emerging Poets

In addition to its recognition of established poets, the Sandeen Prize also
provides support to emerging writers. Through its partnership with the
Poetry Foundation, the prize offers readings and workshops by the winning
poet at the University of Notre Dame. This outreach program nurtures the
next generation of poets, fostering their development and igniting their
passion for the written word.

The Earnest Sandeen Prize in Poetry is a testament to the enduring power
of human expression and the transformative nature of poetry. It honors the
legacy of a remarkable poet while showcasing the vitality and diversity of
contemporary verse. By recognizing poets whose work explores the
yearning for connection, meaning, and transcendence, the prize enriches
our literary landscape and inspires us to reflect on the complexities of the
human experience. The Yearning Feed, a fitting metaphor for the
nourishment that poetry provides, serves as a beacon of creativity,
encouraging us to engage with the written word and to seek solace,
inspiration, and wisdom in the realm of poetry.
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