
The Ultimate Guide to Owning an Eclectus
Parrot: Care, Cost, and Personality
Eclectus parrots are captivating birds with striking plumage and engaging
personalities. Owning one of these intelligent and affectionate companions
can be a rewarding experience, but it also comes with unique
responsibilities. This comprehensive guide will provide you with all the
essential information you need to make an informed decision about
whether an Eclectus parrot is the right pet for you.
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Physical Appearance

Eclectus parrots are medium-sized parrots, ranging from 16 to 20 inches in
length. They are known for their vibrant and sexually dimorphic plumage.
Male Eclectus parrots are typically emerald green with a bright red beak
and blue undertail feathers. Female Eclectus parrots, on the other hand,
are primarily a deep purple with a black beak and blue undertail feathers.
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Personality and Temperament

Eclectus parrots are known for their friendly and affectionate personalities.
They are very social birds and enjoy interacting with their owners. Eclectus
parrots are also known for their intelligence and ability to learn tricks. They
can be trained to talk, sing, and perform a variety of other behaviors.
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However, it is important to note that Eclectus parrots can also be territorial
and aggressive, especially during nesting season. They may also become
jealous or possessive of their owners. It is important to socialize Eclectus
parrots from a young age and to provide them with plenty of attention and
enrichment to prevent these behaviors from developing.

Care and Housing

Eclectus parrots have specific care and housing requirements to ensure
their health and well-being. Here are some important things to consider:

Cage: Eclectus parrots need a large cage that is at least 3 feet wide, 3
feet deep, and 5 feet tall. The cage should have plenty of space for the
parrot to move around and play.

Perches: Eclectus parrots need a variety of perches of different sizes
and shapes to keep their feet healthy. The perches should be made of
natural materials, such as wood or bamboo.

Toys: Eclectus parrots are intelligent birds that need plenty of mental
stimulation. Provide them with a variety of toys, such as puzzles,
foraging toys, and interactive toys.

Diet: Eclectus parrots should be fed a diet that is high in fruits,
vegetables, and nuts. They should also be given a small amount of
pellets each day.

Grooming: Eclectus parrots need to be groomed regularly to keep
their feathers healthy and clean. This includes bathing, nail trimming,
and beak trimming.

Veterinary care: Eclectus parrots should see a veterinarian for regular
checkups and vaccinations. They should also be seen if they show any



signs of illness.

Cost of Ownership

The cost of owning an Eclectus parrot can vary depending on the breeder,
the bird's age, and the location. However, you can expect to pay anywhere
from $1,000 to $5,000 for a young Eclectus parrot. In addition to the initial
purchase price, you will also need to factor in the cost of food, supplies,
and veterinary care.

The annual cost of owning an Eclectus parrot can range from $500 to
$1,000. This includes the cost of food, supplies, and veterinary care. You
may also need to pay for additional expenses, such as boarding if you go
out of town.

Eclectus parrots can be wonderful companions for those who are willing to
provide them with the care and attention they need. They are intelligent,
affectionate, and entertaining birds. However, it is important to do your
research before bringing an Eclectus parrot into your home. Make sure you
are prepared to provide the bird with the proper care and housing and that
you are willing to make a long-term commitment.

If you are ready to welcome an Eclectus parrot into your family, be
prepared for a lifelong journey filled with love, laughter, and companionship.
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