
Mountaintop Play David Simon: A Dramatic
Exploration of Race, Class, and Power
The Mountaintop Play by David Simon is a powerful and thought-provoking
examination of race, class, and power. Set in the Lorraine Motel in
Memphis on the eve of Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination, the play
offers a unique glimpse into the life and legacy of one of the most iconic
figures of the Civil Rights Movement.
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The play opens with King (played by Samuel L. Jackson in the original
Broadway production) alone in his room at the Lorraine Motel. He is tired
and weary, but also filled with a sense of hope and determination. He has
come to Memphis to lead a march for sanitation workers, and he is
confident that he can make a difference.

As King prepares for his speech, he is visited by Camae (played by Angela
Bassett in the original Broadway production),a young woman who works at
the motel. Camae is a complex and enigmatic character. She is both drawn
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to King's charisma and repelled by his power. She challenges King on his
beliefs and forces him to confront his own mortality.

The Mountaintop Play is a powerful and moving portrait of Martin Luther
King Jr. The play offers a unique glimpse into the life and legacy of one of
the most important figures in American history.

Themes

The Mountaintop Play explores a number of important themes, including:

Race and class: The play is set against the backdrop of the Civil
Rights Movement, and it explores the complex and often fraught
relationship between race and class. King is a wealthy and successful
man, but he is also a black man in a white-dominated society. Camae
is a poor and working-class woman, and she is often treated with
disrespect and condescension by King and his associates.

Power: The play also explores the complex and often corrupting
nature of power. King is a powerful man, but he is also a flawed man.
He is capable of great good, but he is also capable of great harm.
Camae is a powerless woman, but she is also a strong and
independent woman. She is able to challenge King's power and force
him to confront his own mortality.

Mortality: The play is set on the eve of King's assassination, and it
explores the theme of mortality. King is aware of his own mortality, and
he is haunted by the thought of his death. Camae is also aware of her
own mortality, and she is determined to live her life to the fullest.

Characters



The Mountaintop Play features a cast of two characters:

Martin Luther King Jr.: King is a wealthy and successful man, but he
is also a black man in a white-dominated society. He is a powerful
man, but he is also a flawed man. He is capable of great good, but he
is also capable of great harm.

Camae: Camae is a young woman who works at the Lorraine Motel.
She is a complex and enigmatic character. She is both drawn to King's
charisma and repelled by his power. She challenges King on his
beliefs and forces him to confront his own mortality.

Setting

The Mountaintop Play is set in the Lorraine Motel in Memphis on the eve of
Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination. The motel is a rundown and
dilapidated building, but it is also a place of great historical significance. It
was here that King spent his last night before he was assassinated.

The setting of the play is important because it helps to create a sense of
atmosphere and tension. The motel is a place of both hope and despair. It
is a place where dreams are born and where dreams are shattered.

Reception

The Mountaintop Play has been met with critical acclaim. The play has won
numerous awards, including the Tony Award for Best Play. It has also been
praised by critics for its powerful and moving performances, its thought-
provoking themes, and its stunning setting.

The Mountaintop Play is a must-see for anyone who is interested in
American history, the Civil Rights Movement, or the life and legacy of



Martin Luther King Jr.

The Mountaintop Play is a powerful and thought-provoking examination of
race, class, and power. The play offers a unique glimpse into the life and
legacy of one of the most iconic figures of the Civil Rights Movement. The
play is a must-see for anyone who is interested in American history, the
Civil Rights Movement, or the life and legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.
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Performing Asian American Women On Screen
And Scene
The representation of Asian American women on screen and stage has
undergone a significant evolution in recent decades, reflecting the
growing visibility and influence of the...
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Girl Can Draw: A Spirited and Inspiring Play by
Joe Penhall
Prologue In the realm of contemporary drama, Joe Penhall's "Girl Can
Draw" stands as a beacon of inspiration and thought-provoking
storytelling. This...
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