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In the realm of contemporary American theater, Misty Niedra Hannah Bethe
(NHB) Modern Plays has emerged as a beacon of artistic innovation and
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social commentary. Founded in 1996 by playwright James Han Mattson,
the theater company has established itself as a platform for
underrepresented voices and a catalyst for meaningful exploration of
complex societal issues.
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Mattson, a prolific playwright and artistic director, has dedicated his work to
amplifying the experiences of marginalized communities and illuminating
the hidden narratives that shape our collective understanding of identity,
trauma, and hope. Through a distinctive blend of realism, surrealism, and
lyrical language, his plays confront challenging themes with empathy and
unflinching honesty.

The Search for Identity in a Fractured World

Central to Mattson's dramatic universe is the search for identity in a world
characterized by fragmentation and displacement. In his play "Incendiary,"
the protagonist, an undocumented immigrant and aspiring writer, grapples
with the complexities of assimilation and the elusive nature of belonging.
Through a series of haunting and dreamlike scenes, the play explores the
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intersection of immigration, language, and the search for a place to call
home.

Another exploration of identity can be found in "Mosque4Sale," a thought-
provoking comedy that delves into the experiences of Muslim Americans
after 9/11. The play follows the unlikely friendship between two individuals
from different backgrounds: a Muslim real estate agent and a Jewish
woman searching for a new home. Through their interactions, the play
challenges stereotypes and prejudices, revealing the complexities of
identity and the power of human connection.

Unveiling Hidden Trauma and Healing

Mattson's work also sheds light on the often-hidden trauma that permeates
our lives. In his play "The Full Stop," a young woman struggles to come to
terms with her past experiences of sexual abuse. The play confronts the
devastating effects of trauma, but also offers a glimmer of hope for healing
and recovery. Through a series of poetic monologues and fragmented
narratives, "The Full Stop" invites audiences to witness the journey of a
survivor and the resilience of the human spirit.

The exploration of trauma extends to Mattson's other works as well. In "The
Lost Colony," he examines the historical and ongoing trauma experienced
by Native American communities, while "i have loved the stars too fondly to
be fearful of the night" confronts the collective trauma of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Power of Hope Amidst Darkness

Despite the challenging themes that often permeate his work, Mattson's
plays are not without hope. His characters, no matter how flawed or



broken, possess an indomitable spirit that drives them to overcome
adversity and strive for a better future. In "Ching Chong Chinaman," a
group of Asian American teenagers face racism and discrimination, but
their resilience and unwavering determination to succeed serve as a
beacon of hope and empowerment.

The theme of hope is also evident in "The War of the World," a science
fiction play that explores the aftermath of a devastating alien invasion.
Amidst the ruins and chaos, a small group of survivors find solace in their
shared experiences and the indomitable human spirit that refuses to
surrender to despair.

Misty NHB Modern Plays: A Platform for Social Change

Beyond their artistic merit, Misty NHB Modern Plays has established itself
as a catalyst for social change. Through its productions, workshops, and
educational programs, the theater company actively engages with
communities, fosters dialogue, and promotes understanding of social
issues.

The theater's productions have received critical acclaim and have been
performed in prestigious venues across the United States and
internationally. They have garnered numerous awards and accolades,
including the OBIE Award for Best Play, the Drama Desk Award for
Outstanding Play, and the Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Play.

James Han Mattson: A Visionary Playwright and Artistic Leader

At the helm of Misty NHB Modern Plays is James Han Mattson, a visionary
playwright and artistic leader whose work has left an indelible mark on the
American theater landscape. Mattson's plays have been praised for their



incisive social commentary, lyrical language, and ability to capture the
complexities of the human experience.

A graduate of Brown University and the Yale School of Drama, Mattson has
received numerous awards for his writing, including the Whiting Award, the
Kesselring Prize, and the Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award. He has been a
resident playwright at the New Dramatists, the Playwrights Horizons
Theater School, and the McCarter Theatre Center.

As the artistic director of Misty NHB Modern Plays, Mattson has nurtured
the development of emerging playwrights, provided opportunities for
diverse voices to be heard, and fostered a welcoming and inclusive
environment for artists and audiences alike.

Misty NHB Modern Plays and James Han Mattson have made significant
contributions to the world of theater. Through their powerful and thought-
provoking plays, they have shed light on the complexities of identity,
explored the hidden depths of trauma, and ignited hope amidst darkness.
Their work serves as a vital platform for social change, challenging
audiences to confront societal issues and embrace a more just and
equitable world.

As the theater company continues to evolve and innovate, Misty NHB
Modern Plays remains an indispensable voice in contemporary American
theater. Their productions continue to inspire, provoke, and empower,
leaving a lasting legacy for generations to come.
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Performing Asian American Women On Screen
And Scene
The representation of Asian American women on screen and stage has
undergone a significant evolution in recent decades, reflecting the
growing visibility and influence of the...

Girl Can Draw: A Spirited and Inspiring Play by
Joe Penhall
Prologue In the realm of contemporary drama, Joe Penhall's "Girl Can
Draw" stands as a beacon of inspiration and thought-provoking
storytelling. This...
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