Longlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction
2024: A Celebration of Exceptional Female
Storytelling

Meet the #WomensPrize 2020 longlist
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The Women's Prize for Fiction is a prestigious literary award that
recognizes extraordinary novels written by women. Since its inception in
1996, the prize has celebrated the diverse voices and perspectives of
female authors from around the world. In 2024, the competition for this
coveted accolade reaches its pinnacle with a captivating longlist of 16
exceptional works.
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A Mosaic of Literary Gems

The longlisted titles for the Women's Prize for Fiction 2024 present a
diverse range of genres, themes, and experiences. From historical epics to
contemporary thrillers, from intimate character studies to sweeping societal
narratives, each novel offers a unique tapestry of words and ideas.

1. "The Odyssey" by Nafissa Thompson-Spires
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A modern retelling of Homer's classic epic, "The Odyssey" follows two
women as they navigate treacherous waters of identity, loss, and resilience.

2. "Trust" by Hernan Diaz
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Through a series of interlocking narratives, "Trust" explores the
complexities of storytelling, the fallibility of memory, and the pursuit of truth.

3. "Sentient" by Jackie Wang
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In a world where artificial intelligence has become self-aware, "Sentient"
delves into the ethical and philosophical implications of creating beings with

consciousness.

4. "The Performance" by Claire Thomas
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Set in the cutthroat world of contemporary dance, "The Performance"
examines the price of ambition, the bonds of friendship, and the
complexities of the female body.

5. "The Book of Form and Emptiness" by Ruth Ozeki
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A poignant and meditative novel, "The Book of Form and Emptiness"
explores the interconnectedness of all beings and the transformative power
of grief.

6. "Young Mungo" by Douglas Stuart
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A heart-wrenching tale of love, tragedy, and resilience, "Young Mungo"
captures the complexities of growing up queer in a working-class
community in 1990s Glasgow.

7. "Libertie" by Kaitlyn Greenidge
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Set against the backdrop of the Black Power Movement, "Libertie" follows a
young woman as she searches for her own path in the face of racial and
social upheaval.

8. "All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days" by Rebecca Donner
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A multigenerational epic, "All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days" spans
three centuries to explore the enduring legacy of trauma and resilience in
the lives of women.

9. "Sorrow and Bliss" by Meg Mason
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A darkly humorous and deeply moving novel, "Sorrow and Bliss" delves
into the complexities of living with mental illness and the challenges of
everyday existence.

10. "Blue Ticket" by Sophie Mackintosh
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Set in a dystopian society where lottery winners are granted the right to
procreate, "Blue Ticket" explores the ethics of reproduction and the limits of
human choice.

11. "The Island of Missing Trees" by Elif Shafak
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A lyrical and haunting novel, "The Island of Missing Trees" intertwines the
stories of a fig tree, a young Cypriot woman, and a British botanist,
spanning decades and continents.

12. "Self-Portrait with Ghost" by Benjamin Alire Saenz
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A poignant and introspective memoir, "Self-Portrait with Ghost" explores the
intersections of identity, family, and the search for self-acceptance.

13. "The Narrow Land" by Christine Dwyer Hickey
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A lyrical and atmospheric novel, "The Narrow Land" follows the journey of
two women on a quest for redemption and belonging in the remote islands
of the West of Ireland.

14. "Great Circle" by Maggie Shipstead
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Spanning centuries and continents, "Great Circle" tells the intertwined
stories of two female pilots, one in the 1950s and one in the present day.

15. "The Marriage Portrait" by Maggie O'Farrell
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A historical novel inspired by the life of Lucrezia de' Medici, "The Marriage
Portrait" delves into the complexities of marriage, love, and the role of
women in Renaissance Florence.

16. "Happy-Go-Lucky" by David Sedaris
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David Sedaris

A collection of essays by the acclaimed humorist, "Happy-Go-Lucky"
explores the absurdities and joys of everyday life with Sedaris's signature
wit and observational acuity.

The Journey Ahead
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The longlisted authors for the Women's Prize for Fiction 2024 embark on
an exciting journey as their works are considered by a panel of esteemed
judges. The shortlist, comprising six novels, will be announced in April
2024, followed by the crowning of the prize winner in June 2024.

Celebrating Female Voices

The Women's Prize for Fiction plays a vital role in championing female
authorship and amplifying diverse voices in literature. By recognizing and
honoring exceptional works by women, the prize continues to inspire and
empower generations of readers and writers alike.

The longlisted novels for the Women's Prize for Fiction 2024 represent the
pinnacle of contemporary literature, offering immersive and thought-
provoking storytelling that delves into the human experience in all its
complexity. As the competition unfolds over the coming months, we eagerly
anticipate the announcement of the shortlist and ultimately the revelation of
the winning novel. One thing is for certain: the Women's Prize for Fiction
2024 will undoubtedly showcase the extraordinary talent and vision of
female authors around the world.
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