
How Plays Are Made: A Comprehensive
Playwriting Guide by Stuart Griffiths
The world of playwriting is a captivating realm where imagination takes
flight and stories unfold on stage. In the hands of skilled playwrights, words
transform into living characters, emotions resonate with audiences, and
themes weave a tapestry of meaning. Stuart Griffiths, an acclaimed
playwright and teacher, unveils the intricate art of playmaking in his
comprehensive guide, "How Plays Are Made." This guide provides an
invaluable roadmap for aspiring and seasoned playwrights alike, offering
insights into the fundamentals, techniques, and nuances that bring plays to
life.

Chapter 1: The Foundation of a Play

Every journey begins with a foundation, and so it is with playwriting. In this
chapter, Griffiths delves into the essential elements that form the backbone
of a play. He explores the concept of structure, the framework that supports
the narrative and guides the audience through the story's progression.
From the traditional three-act structure to more unconventional forms,
Griffiths illuminates the possibilities and challenges of each approach.

Furthermore, he examines the interplay between plot and character. Plot,
the sequence of events that drives the story forward, is intricately
connected to character. Griffiths emphasizes the importance of creating
well-developed characters who resonate with audiences, whose
motivations and desires propel the action. He delves into techniques for
creating believable and relatable characters, exploring the nuances of
motivation, inner conflict, and character arcs.
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Chapter 2: The Power of Dialogue

Dialogue, the spoken words that breathe life into characters and convey
essential information, is the lifeblood of a play. In this chapter, Griffiths
dissects the art of dialogue writing. He discusses the importance of subtext,
the unspoken meanings and emotions that lie beneath the surface of
words. He provides techniques for crafting dialogue that is both realistic
and revealing, allowing characters to express their thoughts, feelings, and
desires while advancing the story.

Griffiths also delves into the use of symbolism, the employment of objects,
images, or actions to represent deeper meanings. He explores how
playwrights can infuse their plays with layers of significance, using
symbolism to evoke emotions, foreshadow events, and create a sense of
depth.

Chapter 3: The Nuances of Scene Writing
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A play unfolds one scene at a time, and each scene is a microcosm of the
larger narrative. In this chapter, Griffiths focuses on the art of scene writing,
exploring the techniques for crafting effective and engaging scenes. He
discusses the importance of establishing clear goals and stakes for each
scene, creating a sense of conflict or tension that drives the action forward.

Griffiths also emphasizes the use of sensory details to create a vivid and
immersive experience for the audience. He delves into the power of
description, sound, and movement to evoke emotions and transport the
audience into the world of the play.

Chapter 4: The Journey to Production

Once a play is written, the journey to production begins. In this chapter,
Griffiths provides insights into the practical aspects of bringing a play to life.
He discusses the process of finding collaborators, including directors,
actors, and designers. He explores the importance of collaboration and
communication, emphasizing the need to create a cohesive team that
brings the playwright's vision to fruition.

Griffiths also addresses the challenges of rehearsing a play, including
working with actors to develop the characters and fine-tune the
performances. He provides guidance on the use of improvisation, rehearsal
techniques, and feedback to ensure that the play is ready for its public
debut.

Chapter 5: The Power of Revision

No play is perfect, and revision is an essential part of the playwriting
process. In this chapter, Griffiths emphasizes the importance of seeking
feedback from trusted sources and using it to improve the work. He



discusses techniques for self-criticism and provides guidance on how to
approach revisions with an open mind and a willingness to learn.

Griffiths also explores the concept of rewrites, sometimes necessary to
address significant structural or thematic issues. He provides insights into
the challenges and rewards of rewriting, emphasizing the potential for
transforming a good play into a truly remarkable one.

In the world of playwriting, the journey is as rewarding as the destination.
"How Plays Are Made" by Stuart Griffiths is an invaluable companion along
this journey, offering aspiring and seasoned playwrights alike a
comprehensive guide to the intricacies of this captivating art form. Through
its insightful exploration of fundamentals, techniques, and nuances, this
guide empowers playwrights to create works that resonate with audiences,
inspire creativity, and leave a lasting impact on the world of theatre.
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Performing Asian American Women On Screen
And Scene
The representation of Asian American women on screen and stage has
undergone a significant evolution in recent decades, reflecting the
growing visibility and influence of the...

Girl Can Draw: A Spirited and Inspiring Play by
Joe Penhall
Prologue In the realm of contemporary drama, Joe Penhall's "Girl Can
Draw" stands as a beacon of inspiration and thought-provoking
storytelling. This...
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